The title compound was synthesized by reaction of tris(2-chloroethyl)amine hydrochloride (1 mmol) with 2-nitroimidazole (3 mmol) in the presence of potassium carbonate (3 mmol) in DMF (50 ml). The reaction mixture was heated at 373 Kfor 6 hours, cooled to room temperature and filtered to remove the potassium carbonate. The fitrate was added to ethyl acetate (200 ml) and stored for 2days. The yellow crystals were then collected by filtration, washed with ethyl acetate (20 ml) and dried under air (yield 83 %). Elemental analysis -found: C, 41.59 %; H, 4.16 %; N, 32.37 %; calculated for C 15 H 18 N 10 O 6 :C,41.48 %; H, 4.18 %; N, 32.25 %.
Discussion
Nitroimidazoles belong to aclass of compounds which are selectively cytotoxic under hypoxic conditions and therefore of potential value in chemo-and radiotherapy [1, 2] . In the course of our efforts toward developing selective hypoxia PET tracers [3] , we prepared the title compound of special importance for diagnosis and treatment of hypoxic tumors. The structure around the tertiary amine shows adistorted tetrahedron. The bond angles C− N1−Care in arange of 114°and 115°. The nitrogen atom is 0.33 Å obove the plan formed by C11, C21 and C31. The three 2-(2-nitro-1H-imidazol-1-yl)ethyl groups are arranged in aspecial orientation. Two of these imidazole rings are above while one ring is below the plane formed by C11, C21 and C31.This leads to an approximative shielded nitrogen in solid state, as indicated from space-filling model. The view along the aaxis shows that the molecules arange like gear wheels. The space between two imidazole moities is occupied by another imidazole ring from the next molecule. The nitro groups of the imidazole rings are slightly distorted from the ring plane (4.41°/7.84°/8.93°). The C-C and C-N distances in the imidazole rings are all around 1.4 Å indicating a mesomerism in this part of the molecule. 
